ABSTRACT
This implies a sharing of information, responsibility, skills, decision-making and accountability". Such a definition is a useful starting point in our consideration of parents as partners with teachers in a learning community. This paper conceptualizes that connection as a 'partnership' with parents being viewed as partners with teachers in the education of children. Parents are called children's first educators, and it is natural that their influence is foremost in their child's learning. In UK, there is a wide spread consciousness and agreement that parental involvement is crucial to children's learning and development. Parental involvement at all stages is crucial for children's learning, but especially in the early years parenting role is seen as a driving force in their success (Pascal, Henry, cited in Bridge 2001) The idea of such a partnership is one that has been the focus of attention and debate for quite some time though it is not without tensions and problems in many countries.
In Pakistan, a large number of Parent-Teacher Associations and School Management Committees have been formed but a recent newspaper report (Amir, 2004) suggests that many are ineffective due to nonrepresentative membership or they are non-functional, existing only on paper. However, the report adds that those that are functional are delivering marked results in reducing teacher absenteeism and improving facilities in schools. Troublesome though it may be, few would argue that there should be no connection between home and (Windham, 1992:3) .
Parental participation and partnership:
The importance to children's development of learning in the home and of parental involvement in pre school settings have recently been reinforced by the UK Effective Provision of Preschool Education(EPPE) study on the impact of pre school education which makes a positive difference to children's social and intellectual development . Sylvia (2003 cited in Morrow and Malin 2004) states that the most effective settings shared in child related information is between parents and staff, and parents were often involved in decision making about their child's learning programme. There were more intellectual gains for children in centers that encouraged high levels of parental involvement. In Pakistan some private schools are making efforts and giving parents more active roles in their children's development. Stacey (1991) notes that partnership implies equality and a division of power that draws parents into decision making and policy issues going beyond helping and information sharing. . The Start Right report on early learning noted that the issue of parents still tended to be seen in terms of hierarchy of levels, for example from non participation to participation and control. Inherent in these debates is often the notion of empowerment. Foot cited in (Morrow and Nigel, 2004) suggests that whilst the children's best interests have always been of extreme importance in the notion of partnership between parents and professionals.
Views about that nature of that partnership have changed with a greater emphasis on the parental involvement and on notions of empowerment. Barnes and Bowles( cited in Morrow and Nigel, 2004) definition of empowerment as a 'process in which people develop 'power to ' take decisions , take actions , make choices , or work with others which they were previously unable to do ' helps to get over problems about whether people can be given or granted power by professionals.
Historical Perspective on Home School Relationship
The concept of partnership is not new. From a historical perspective Bray (2000) , shows that prior to the twentieth century, education of children was mostly provided by families or religious bodies. It was in the nineteenth and up to mid-twentieth century, in some countries that the government started taking responsibility for education and schools were established for this purpose. This notion The 1980 The , 1986 The and 1988 Education Act took reform further still, requiring schools throughout the country to have governing bodies that included parents (Kogan et al., 1986) . Since 1997 a lot of legislation has come for example, 'Home School agreements'. Once signed by the parents, the agreement was just placed in a file. By 2000 the state asserted its right to teach parents, how to parent? The aim was more to make schools more like homes and homes more like schools.
In less developed countries the context was quite different but at least some policy makers considered links between schools and community to be important for financial, pedagogic, political and other reasons. In the 1980s and 1990s the non-government organizations (NGOs) started gaining prominence but not all of them had strong credibility. Thus the historical perspective at the end of 1990s had partners working either independently or with governments,a much greater place that had been possible a decade earlier.
An Incident in Home-School Relations
Some years ago, I was the principal of a school in Karachi where I served for around ten years. Every year we would contact parents in specific circumstances such as admission, submission of fees or complaints about their children. Such times were often a source of depression, for unwittingly, the parents would blame the teacher straight away for any of their child's misdemeanors. On special occasions such as concerts, debates and observance of religious functions we would invite parents to the school and these were much happier times.
I vividly recall an incident of a boy studying in Class 8 entering the school premises with the skin loosely hanging from the nape of his neck and bleeding profusely. On enquiry I came to know his father who had come home on a holiday was angry with his child for allowing some creases to remain on the bed after spreading a bed sheet. When the child pointed out that there were just a few creases the father took out his belt and beat the child. I decided to talk it over with his mother to influence the father to be gentle with the child. But I could hardly say a word for the mother was already sporting a black eye. I ventured to approach the father but he protested that he was the innocent victim of a vile campaign and he could do as he pleased with his child. I reminded him gently that the school also has an interest in his child and the child's well being is also the well being of the school.
It was in connection with this incident, which I shared with my management of the school and with my teachers and we became aware of the need to have a closer relationship between the school and home for the betterment of the child. We decided to involve parents as an initiative, especially those who were willing to spare some hours to take sessions in the subjects of their choice as a standby for a teacher who was absent. The form we designed carried both the options, voluntary and paid services for just two hours twice a week, They can chose the options according to their needs. In the beginning we did not get a strong response. Twelve forms came back in which three were voluntary and the rest to be paid.
The teachers and the management decided that preferably these parents should handle classes in which their children were studying as a morale booster for their respective children. It worked like magic, for the other children not wanting to be left out, motivated their parents to spare some time to handle their classes when their teachers were absent. But we realized that it is quite easy to start an initiative but it needs a lot of hard work to keep it going. We had to hold some orientation sessions for these parents in handling classes. Some of the parents were adequately qualified, while some had barely finished high school. Still the interest to learn was paramount in them. To an extent this liaison catered to quite a few needs of the school and yet it had a long way to go before we could claim it was a complete success.
The Problematic Nature of School-Parent Relationships
In Pakistan, the notion of school-parent relationships and its significance in the education of children is vaguely understood and there are many misconceptions and fears surrounding the relationships. In our educational The relationship between parent and teacher has never been smooth because there is a constant power struggle between parental influence and school influence in the lives of children. As Bastiani and Wolfendale (1996) Re s e a r c h a n d p r a c t i c e ( B r i d g e. We often talk about the partnership in education. Of course parents have a right to expect schools to provide good education, and that is why we understand radical reforms of the education system. But perhaps we lay insufficient stress on the responsibilities of parents in that partnership. Teaching is a difficult task which is made even more difficult when parents don't take their responsibilities seriously enough (p.111).
In Amna was slapped by her teacher and told to keep quiet.
The incident was so traumatic that she refused to go back 
Rationale for Parent Involvement
The fundamental question that we need to probe is the rationale for parental involvement in schools. In a chapter There is a difference in parental involvement in schools and parental involvement in education:
Changing Times and Building Partnerships
With the changing times, the schools realize that they cannot work in isolation. They need to involve the parents for the common concern of both parents and the student. Dean (2001) McLachlan (1996) , in the conclusion to a research study, 
